














CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 














VOL. I. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 1830. 


nna aaa A Re ALA LO LEE I mR 
Ei 6 @s0¢ iwée hpaiv, tig xab’ HuGiv ;—SI DEUS PRO NOBIS, QUIS CONTRA NOS !—IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO IS AGAINST US !—ROM. VIII. 1. 
NO. * 

















i —_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 

















The JESUIT, Published weekly, (to appear eve- 
yy Saturday;) by WILLIAM SMITH, 
forthe PRopRiETORS, at $3 per annum, in advance. 
All Communications must be post paid, and directed 

, tothe Eprrors of the “ Jesurrt,’’ Boston, Mass. 

The object is to explain, diffuse and defend the Prin- 
ciples of the OnE, Hoty, CarHo.ic and AposTouic 
Cutrcu. 


- oe 


fh 2 Rear 





nad ieret TC Street. 
Wi a a int 
OF THE AUTHENTICITY, OR OF THE TRUTH 
“ =-OFf THE BOOKS OF THE JEWS, OR OF THE 
‘9 Olb TESTAMENT. 
fa This isthe short outline of Moses’ account 
“of what passed in his own times: if any man 
should ask how is it possible to give credit 
Pio such extraordinary, such supernatural 
+ €yents, we recommend the following obser- 
vations to his consideration. 

At what time does Moses recount all those 
prodigies?—at the very time in which they 
took place, and in which they were evident, 
to the eyes and senses of all his contempo- 
taries, 

To whom does he recount them?—to the 
elf fery people in favour of whom they were 
| pefomed His book is a journal, in which 

enters every day, what the people them- 
selves that very day had witnessed. 
Moses would have been the most rash and 
_ @ . ampudent of men, to have called upon the 









oat * testimony of his countrymen, in support of 
events which he did not see, or which did 
m * not actually happen; or if that people had 
Not actually seen them, and had been satis- 
ea fied with Moses’ simple assertion, that things 
sed $0 extraordinary and so strongly connected 
th with their own knowledge and interests, had 
dl pened, they must have been the most 
By stupid and credulous of mankind. Such a 
degree of ignoranée would be inconceivable 
La in a single individual, but*in a people com- 
“i prising notiless than two millions of persons, 
he it would be the greatest of all prodigies. 
ve 





Itwould*be absurd to suppose, that Moses 











had written his book in order to raise the 
glory of his people, and in concert with 
them—could a similar concert be possible 
amongst two millions of people? What! 
amongst such a multitude, could not a single 
man be found, who had: honesty, or spitit 
enough to raise his voice against such an 
imposture?—not only has no man cried out 
against it, but. the whole ration has so faith- 
fully kept the secret ofihie-yrand fraud, that 
none of the contemporaries of Moses ever 
revealed it to their successors; so that all 
the Jews, from Moses down to the present 
times, have lived in their first persuasion of 
the truth of this pretended deception. 

lf he had written for the purpose of extol- 
ling the glory of his nation why should he 
have inserted in his work, so many events 
which redound to their dishonour? Why 
should we have reproached them with such 
bitterness and severity, for their repeated 
murmurs, and revolts against the Lord, and 
against himself—for their idolatry and incon- 
tinence? Why does he treat them as ungrate- 
ful and indocile, and as a people of a harsh 
and ungovernable character? Is it thus a 
man would flatter a nation, and conciliate 
the affections of a whole people? Is it thus 
that a man ‘would dispose them to hear and 
receive evident falsehood as the most sacred 
truths? ; 

However well founded the bitter and 
degrading reproaches which Mosés applies to 
his nation, it is evident they would mever have 
permitted him to have inserted them in his 
writings, had he not gained over their minds, 
all the authority of a man who represents the 
Divinity himself; and Moses could never 
have obtained that authority over his nation, 
if the miracles he performed had not estab- 
lished it. Hence the patience with which they 
bore his reproofs, the docility with which they 
received them, and the religious veneration 
which they, at all times, entertained for his 
writings. “ 

In conclusion, Moses assuming over the peo- 
ple of Israel, all the authority of the Minister 
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© living God, and always founding that 
authprity on the miracles he performed; gives 
to his pegple a complete code of ecelesiastical 
and civil law; establishes a hieratthy, regu- 
lates the forms of sacrifices, and of all parts 
of their worship; he prescribes a multitude. of 
harsh and difficult religious observances-he 
promulgates these laws and they are received. 


In his own name, and in that, @Ehis cen- 
ete, he oti hie pi pla le PS 


solemn manner, to swéat that they will 
observe them, and they comply. He pro- 
nounces against them and their/posterity, the 
most horrible imprecations, should they prove 
unfaithful, and violate this law... The people 
submit, subscribe, and ratify them in the 
most authentic manner. In fine; he institutes 
public feasts, in order to celebrate for .ever, 
the memory of the miracles performed by 
God in their favour, and they. receive them. 
After his death, the law is oftem violated by 
this inconstant people, but is always acknow- 
ledged aud preserves its vigour: their disasters 
they always attributed to their neglect and 
non-observance of this celebrated law. If 
Moses was an impostor, he must havebeen 
known as such by his nation. How could a 
man, a known Impostor, and consequently a 
bad man, have conceived a plan of legislation 
so noble, and so worthy of the Divinity? 
How could an Impostor have dared to propose 
such a law to his people knowing him to be 
such? How could the people have degraded 
themselves by the acceptance of this law? 
How could they for 30 many centuries have 
borne this yoke:—How can such mysteries 
be explained? 

The principal arguments adduced to prove 
the truth of the books of Moses, apply with 
equal force, to prove the truth of the other 
books of the Oid Testament. They all form 
so many links of the chain» which runs 
through the history of the Jews: they have 
been admitted by that people, and ,handed 
down to us with the same scrupulous ¢are:and 
exactness; they are frequenly méntioned 
and alluded to by Christ and his apoastied:in 
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the New eye containing the word 
of God; and have characters of Divin- 
ity, as we shall shortly see, which must satis- 


fy every rational and uaptaaeees man. 


ON THE DIVINITY OF THE BOOKS OF 
THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


Ir the history recorded in the books of 
Moses be true, which we have incontestably 
proved, it must be also true, that the religion 
of the Jews is a divine religion, whereas God 
himself gave it to their fathers by the Min- 
istry of Moses, It is a truth, that these books 
are divine, not only because they contain a 
recital of astonishing wonders, which God 
only could perform, but also because they 
were written by his express orders, and under 
the direction of his holy spirit, as these books 
clearly assert: this reasoning is as convincing 
as it is simple, and must be referred with 
equal force to the books of Josue, of Judges, 
of Kings, and of the Prophets. 

Hitherto, we have in a great measure enter- 
tained for the books of the Jews, that respect 
which is so naturally inspired by a history 

faithful and interesting. Henceforward 
we are to regard them with a religious respect: 
we shall no longer consider them as s, 
wherein men of Probity relate what thephad 
seen, but as writings, in which God himself 
speaks to us by his ministers: we shall honor 
them as the depositaries of the divine word. 

The books of the Prophets have a character 
of divinity peculiar to them. Prophecy is 
the prediction of an event which can be 

nown only to God. Events which come 
within the known laws of nature, cannot be 
the object of prophecy Thus, an astronomer 
who foretels an etlipse of the sun, or moon, 
cannot be called a prophet, because his 
knowledge of the course of the planets, sup- 
plies him with infallible rules to make his 
calculations; whereas, he that foretels events 
which are not the necessary effects of the 
received laws of nature, and foretells them 
clearly, is a true prophet: it must be God 
who inspires him—reveals to him the secrets 
of the world to come, which are known to 
himself alone. 

The prophets Jeremiah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Daniel, and others, have predicted events 
which were not, nor could be the effects of 
the known laws of nature, and which conse- 
quently could be known only to God. They 
predicted clearly, and marked out with preci- 
sion, the principal circumstances: their pre- 
dictions were made at times, in which there 
could be no probability nor circumstance, to 
enable them to form a conjecture. Their 
prophecies have been literally verified and to 
which history bears the most undoubted 
testimony: they were true prophets—men 
inspired by the spirit of God; hence the 
divinity of their books must be received as 
unquestionable. 

ow those men could have established their 


character of Prophets, by the prediction of 


future events, the proofs of which could be 
verified only by their accomplishment, may 
not be easily comprehended: before the 
event, it is all uncertainty; all suspense. But 
God, whom nothing escapes, provides easy 
means for the acknowledgment of those, 
whom he intends as the organs of his wil, 
and of forcing the people to receive their 


predictions with a religious reverence. It is 
a remarkable trait of his infinite wisdom, that 
he revealed to them some things, which were 
to be accomplished within a short time, 
which could be known only to himself, and 
ordered them to announce them to his peo- 
ple. The prediction was verified, and they 
believed; the mission of the prophet was 
thus universally acknowledged. From that 
moment, he assumed the sacred character of 
an inspired man: God then revealed to him 
events much more remote, and of a more 
important and grand character, such as the 
captivity and deliverance of his people, the 
formation and destruction of great empires, 
&c. At length the coming of the promised 
Messiah was revealed, the principal circum- 
stances of his life and death, his glorious 
resurrection, and the conflicts and victories of 
his church. The accomplishment of these 
second predictions, at the precise time mark- 
ed out by the man of God, caused a renova- 
tion of faith, which in the lapse of time had 
considerably declined, gave the prophet a 
complete influence over the minds of the 
people, and disposed them to await with con- 
fidence and certainty, the future accomplish- 
ment of his predictions. 

There is a striking example in Isaiah; he 
presents himself before Hezekiah, who was 
dangerously ill, and announces to him the 
approach of death; the king sheds tears, and 
invokes the name of the Lord; Isaiah visits 
him a second time on the part of God, and 
declares that he would recover from his 
distemper, and live for fifteen years more; and 
as a proof of the truth of his prediction, he 
makes the sun go back inthe presence of all the 
people, and then cures the king by a miracle. 
Here was Isaiah ticknowledged as a prophet, 
and as a man inspired by God; his words 
are heard with as much respect as those of 
God himself. The same prophet foretells the 
Babylonish captivity, and a deliverance by 
Cyrus, whom he mentions by name, more 
than a hundred years before his birth, and 
describes his victories in a style of the great- 
est magnificence. Lastly, he foretells the 
principal events of the life and reign of the 
Messiah, or, rather he writes a history of the 
Messiah and of his church, many centuries 
before his coming. How could assent be 
|refused to the second prophecies of Isaiah, 
jafter the verification of the first? and how 
much less could it be denied to his last, after 
the exact accomplishment of his second? Be- 
sides the general character of the divinity, 
which is peculiar to the principal books of 
the Old Testament, and which constitutes 
| their superiority over all other writings, there 
are other characters which are common to 
them all; these features are caught by the 
learned and judicious only, being too delicate 
to be observed by the mass of common 
readers. We have already remarked, as one 
of these, that the sacred writings are totally 
exempt from any portion of egotism; it is a 
Striking outline through the whole of them, 
that the authors make no account of them- 
selves, and that they seem solely occupied with 
relating the truth, with the glory of God, 
and with the instruction and sanctification 
of mankind. Whilst profane authors are 
fond of making many personal reflections 
on eyents and their causes, ‘the inspired 





writers confine themselves to a simple and 


|sublime relation of facts; the former take 







much pains to shew their readers, how ca 
they are of thinking and profound reagoni; 
a vanity which is never, ‘found in the 
sublime pages. a 


dy, great without exertion, and majestic 
without affectation. © The profane authors ” 
who have attempted the style of the sacreg 
writings are sop, Pheedrus, and La Fop. 
taine, in one kind, Homer, Demosthep 
Cicero, and the Corneilles in another; 
former possess the charm of simplicity % 
such a degree, that nature herself seems 
speak, but on close #xzmination it will 
that this simplicity ‘* artificial, andithat it is 
effected by labour and com ; the 
latter assume a more lofty tone, and in their © 
impetuous flight hurry us on-into unknown 
regions: but this elevation is attended with g 
manifest effort, and this effort is more, or legs 
perceivable in all their works. It is evident, 
that their minds undergo a_ considerable 
degree of agitation, in conceiving the wonders 
which strike and astonish us in their writi 

No, the style of the Scriptures io fa 
beyond the reach of human genius,—it is e 
style which God had reserved for himself: 
men, on reading, may catch some faint out- 
line, but when they attempt an imitation, the 
mind sinks under the effort, and degenerates 
into feebleness and langour. 

The second character of divinity which 
marks the books of the Old Testament, is, the 
majesty with which they represent the words 
and actions of the Supreme Being. In them, 
God says nothing, does nothing, but what is 
worthy of him; he is always himself, he is 
always God, he is always a Being sovereignly 


free and independent; he is a Being all-power- 
ful, infinitely wise, infinitely holy, infinitel 
just, aud infinitely good. See God creatt 
the world, delivering his people from th 
Egyptian bondage, giving them his law, and 
forming their manners in the desert; 
yourself present in spirit, at his differ 
ritions to Adam, to Noah, to Abrahai 
Moses, and to others; hear him spe 
his prophets and to his people—with 
dignity does he not always support his char" 
acter? In commencing the work of the ere- 
ation, and giving orders to the world to come 
into existence, he is perfectly correspondent 
to the idea which he gives us of himself. It 
is worthy of particular notice, that the books 
wherein God is represented in a manner 80 
characteristic of himself, are not the work of 
one man, but of a great number, who have 
written during the succession of many ages. 
Allthese men were inspired with the same 
spirit, and that could be no other than the 
spirit of God; for, God only is capable of 
conveying a just idea of himself, as he onl 
is capable of perfectly knowing himself. 
is not the province of men to represent him, 
as speaking, or acting according to the emi 
nence of his nature; they could do no more 
than transcribe his words, and reeite 
wonders of his power, after they had seen 
them: fiction, in this character, particularly 
if long supported, is absolutely above 
strength of human nature. Pagan authors, 
in their writings, have often made their gots 
speak and act, but in what manner?—as men. 
he portraits which they drew of the actions 
of their gods, are often sublime; the actions 
of their gods, are often sublime; the actions 










themselyes, in general, puerile. Compare 


The sacred authors are simple without sty. q * 
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mer, Sophocles, Euripides, and Virgil, 
Home Moses. David, Isaiah, and the other 
. gacred writers, and the comparison will spect 
~ contemptible. Whence this striking diffe- 
ence’—It is that the former were inventors, 
the latter, historians; the former made their 
ods speak and act, the latter recorded that 
which God had said, and that which God 
had performed. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 











INQUISITION. 





_ [cowrmNvED FRom PAGE 241—no. 30.] 


With regard to the Jews in particular, every 
scholar must know that the Inquisition pros- 
ecuted only the Christian who became a Jew, 
or the Jewish relapser (i. e. the Jew who re- 
turned to Judaism after having solemnly 
adopted the Christian Religion,) and the 
preacher of Judaism. The Christian, or con- 
verted Jew, who wished to Judaise was at 
perfect liberty to leave the country; but if he 
continued in Spain, he was aware to what 
danger he was exposed, as was the Jew who 
had endeavoured to proselytize a Christian. 
No individual can justly complain of a law 
which is enacted for all. 

Considerable noise has been made in Eu- 
rope concerning the rack of the Inquisition, 
and the fiery ordeal with which crimes against 
religion have been punished. The infidels of 
France wasted much of their crocodile sym- 
pathy and philosophic pathos on the occasion: 
but their flimsy assertions are not proof 
yom the powerful artillery of logic and 


‘The civil Inquisitors resorted to the rack, 
in compliance with the national laws, and be- 
¢ause it was adopted by all the Spanish tri- 
dundls. The Grecian and Roman laws had 
Sanctioned it. Athens herself, who was uni- 
versally believed to be somewhat acquainted 
th liberty, subjected even freemen to it. All 
nodern nations have employed this terrible 
means to obtain the truth. I shall not, how- 
ever, on the present occasion enquire whether 
all those who prattle about the Inquisition ex- 
actly understand, or sufficiently reflect upon 
what they assert; and whether there were not 
as strong motives in those times for its em- 
puyment, as there are now for its suppression. 
However, since the rack is applicable to every 
other tribunal as well as to the Inquisition, I 
See no reason why the reproach of the entire 
should be visited upon the latter. Let the Pro- 
téstant Bernard Picart wear down his etehing 
needle to the véry stump in tracing out his 
teal, or imaginary pictures of terror and tor- 
ture as caused by the Judges of the Inquisi- 
tion; it is useless labour and loss of time. 

e King of Spain is alone concerned in it. 
Such daubs got up by ignorafice, and malice 
may be to him’a subject ‘of ridicule, or 
listruction. ‘The Catholic Clergy feel no 

terest in such things, only so far as philan- 
thropy and mercy are concerned. 
lease to observe, Sir, that according, to 
the report of the Court Committee, not only 
Were the Inquisitors bound to assist at the 
Punishment, but even the Bishop himself was 
summoned to attend, although he had sent a 
delegate * 


rous proceeding, a kind concern, and chari- 
ee: ’ 





* Ibid. p. 63, 


which at once supposes, in this rig- | Po 


ty which the judges are permitted to exercise. 

s every important decree, and even that 
of a simple arrest, cannot be executed with- 
out the will of the Supreme Council,* it is 
equally certain that the preliminary sentence 
which prescribed punishment was subjected 
to the same formality. We must, therefore, 
grant that the rack of the Inquisitorial tribu- 
nals was characterized for all the precaution 
which the nature of things could permit. 

Should the king of Spain think it conducive 
to the solid interests of his nation to abolish 
the rack, as it has been in England, France, 
Piedmont, &c. he could do so, as effectually 
and as consistently, as those Powers; and the 
Inquisitors would assuredly, be the first to 
applaud him for such a deed: but it consti- 
tutes the very climax of folly and injustice to 
upbraid those men with a practice, which 
modern times allow, and which has been ob- 
served in every place, in every age. 

As to the fiery ordeal, it is still, or it has 
been an universal custom. There is no ne- 
cessity for turning over the books of the 
Old Roman Laws which sanctioned and de- 
fined this mode of punishment. All nations 
have resorted to it in cases of great and cry- 
ing crimes against the laws which they held 
most sacred. Throughout Europe, sacrilege, 
parricide and high treason were punished with 
fire: and as high treason had been defined 
in the principles of Criminal jurisprudence 
to concern and involve two Powers, divine 
and human; every crime, at least of a glaring 
character, which was committed against Reli- 
gion, was considered an act of Treason against 

eaven, and was,therefore,as severely punish- 
ed as the others. Hence the universal cus- 
tom of burning heresiarchs, and obstinate her- 
etics. In every age, there are certain, gene- 
ral notions, or opinions which influence the 
actions of its generation, and which are never 
called in question. It would seem, therefore, 
that whatever reproach might arise from the 
adoption of such opinions should be cast 
upon all, or none of the individuals of that age. 


I shall not here expatiate upon the nature of 


crime and its punishment, nor examine wheth- 
er capital punishment be useful aud just, or 
whether the degree of torture should be pro- 
portioned to the offence, or, finally, how far 
thisterrible right extends. All such questions 
I consider as foreign to my design. In order, 
therefore, that the Inquisition should be ex- 
empt from censure, it is sufficient, for it to pro- 
nounce its judicial decisions,as other tribunals 
do,to condemn notorious culprits,to become an 
organ of the legislative will, and be sanction- 
ed by the sign manual of the King. A sense 
of duty obliges me to say that a heresiarch, 
an obstinate heretic, and a propagator of 


heresy should indisputably be ranked among 
the greatest criminals. The comparative in- 


difference of mankind in the pt 
about religious concerns, has caused 
sands to form very erroneous conclusio 


re- 
lative to facts, which, a few Sel sl nati 
'|to produce the effect 


‘in 


‘ing, is invariable, is indelible. 





* Ibid. p. 64. oie Hh 

+ I should have mentioned that having had an oppor- 
tunity in the month of January 1808, of conversing upon 
the Inquisition with two Spanish Noblemen, 
led igh hing when I spoke to them of the rack, 
they at each other with an air of > ant 
sitively assured me that they never heard talk of 
rack in the proceedings of the Inquisition!y Sueha 
declaration supposes either that this mode of. tortnre was 





et adopted by the Tribunal, or that it was very rarely 


nt times,/in the 


travel- | 


ra 


were of vital importance to the civilized world. 
What was then correctly called a holy zeal, 
heretics have subsequestly termed fanaticism ; 
which circum shews their ignorance of 
the real acceptation of the word, and of the 
revolution which they endeavoured to excite 
in the empire of language, as they had unfor- 
tunately achieved in by far too large a portion 
oi ine moral and religious world. The modern 
sophist who vapours in his study, and writes 
as he pleases, never takes the trouble of an- 
alyzing the horrid tendencies of er’s 
arguments. In his ignorance, or malice he 
will not trace the Tuirty years’ war to this 
desolating source. How different was the 
conduct, how philosophic and correct were 
the views of ancient legislators, who were 
convinced that those murderous doctrines 
would be desolating in their effects, and there- 
fore felt themselves justified in suppressing a 
crime, calculated to tear up the foundation 
of society and bury it in an ocean of blood! 
The day, however, has arrived, when such 
legislators have no reason to be so much 
alarmed; yet, when we reflect that the Inqui- 
sition would have certainly prevented the 
French Revolution, it is very stiona- 
ble whether the Sovereign, who ‘oul en 
tirely put down such a tribunal, would not 
thefeby inflict a deadly wound on the dearest 
intérests of humanity. 

The Abbe De Vayrac is, I believe, the first 
French writer, who gave a correct view of 
the effects of this institution, in his travels 
through Spain and Italy.* In 1731, he de- 
spaired of having his voice heard amidst the 
astounding din of unrighteous prejudice. “TI 
unhesitatingly declare,” says he, “that, if 
those who are now, so clapioretis against the 
Inquisition, knew the pens, who compose 
this Tribunal, they would use a far different 
language..... But what is truly deplorable, 
is the fact, that prejudice has so strongly be- 
wildered my countrymen, that I utterly despair 
of their ever conceiving how, circumspection, 
wisdom, justice and rar, can be the cha- 
racteristic virtues of the Inquisitors. A man 
must, indeed, be extremely wicked, or a very 
great blockhead, to be taken up by this 
tribunal.” 

Every sensible person who has read the 
preceding remarks, must be forcibly struck 
with them. “If he do but reflect on the charac- 
ter of the constituent Judges of this bench, 
he will immediately conclude that the Great 
Tribunals of Spain are matchless in justice, 
learning and integrity, and if, with this uni- 
versal character, that of the Catholic Priest- 
hood be associated, conviction, independently 
of the result of unerring experience, must 
prove, thaf in no quarterof the globe can 
there be found more philosophie ‘ealmness, 
circumspection and humanity than are united 
’ ribunal of the Inquisition. Establish- 
ed as it has been to operate upon the imagi- 

ion, and, therefore, socabnatly accompa- 

‘by forms both mysterious and severe, 
i oe the Legislator had 
view, the religious principle, notwithstand- 


Amidst the frightful display of the Inqui- 
torial apparatus, it is merciful and mild; and 


th » circumstance of the Priesthood of the 


a” 





Tr Lee 4. 
Je 1731, T. L 

. p. 151. cited in the Journ. 
1777, p. 197. 


q. T. VI, p. 50; T. 
¢. et Litter 1. Feb. 
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True Church being in any way concerned 
with this Tribunal, renders it unique. It 
wears on its standard, a motto necessarily 
unknown to every tribunal upon earth, Mis- 
pricorpia er Justitia, Mercy and Justice. 
Justice-alone characterizes the others,* and 
Mercy belongs only to the Sovereign. | 

Were judges to lean towards mercy, they | 
might be considered rebels, who thus usurped | 
the rights of Sovereignty. 
Eeclesiastical Power is called in, 


dition unto dignity at once exalted and terrific; 


|for, unless the right hand of the Lord, which 


raised Us, exert its power and increase Our | 


great anxiety which We feel for the Univer-| 
sal Church will not avail. We, therefore, | 


‘therefore, by humble sitpplication, to beg in-| astics, Seculars, or Regulars, whether in pri-* 
_stantaneous and effectual aid from Him, who 
‘was pleased to elevate Us from Our low con- 


son, or captivity, ot detained by any b. il 
infirmity, or any other impeliiiedt len 4 
ever, who cannot perform the above-mention. , ” 
ed works, or some of them, that their@oy. _ 
fessor who is actually approved by the Ordi. 


fortitude and strength, all Our efforts, and the | nary of each place, may commute those inte - 


other pious works, or prorogue them untif 
the next favorable moment, and enjoin what 


But when the|deem it extremely necessary to solicit the | the penitents can perform; and said Confessor 
it requires earnest supplications of the Universal Flock | hereby has the faculty of dispensing with sugy: 


as a Sine qua~non, the free exercise of the of the Lord, whose government has been | children from the communion, who have not 


Sovereign prerogative. Mercy accordingly | 
takes her seat with Justice, and even is allow- | 


committed to Us; especially, when We re- 
flect that Peter was miraculously supplied 


as yet been admitted to their first communion, 
Besides, We grant to all and each of the 


ed precedence. The accused, who is brought with heavenly aid, when the Church perse-| Faithful of Christ, as well Secular, as Regu. 
before this Tribunal, is at liberty to plead guil- | vered in prayer in his behalf. That this may | lar, of what Order, or Institute soever even 


ty, tos 
expiation., race | 
ter of Sin, and punishment is commuted into 
penance. The culprit prays, fasts, and mor-| 


soul, that this Sacrifice of praise may manners 
in the sight of the Lord, in the most agreea-| 


to sue for pardon, and submit to areligious be performed with feelings of truly ardent | to be specially named, license and faculty, 
The crime then bears the charac- | devotion, and with a suitable disposition of that, for this object, they may choose ‘an 


Priest, as a Confessor, whether Secular, or 
Regular, then actually approved by the Or- 


tifies his body. Instead of going to the place | ble and acceptable manner, We, in imitation | dinary of the place, (even for Nuns, whether 
of execution he recites the penitential psalms, |of Our Predecessors, the Roman Pontiff, |each penitent Nun be professed, or a Novice) 


hears Mass, “duly examines the state of his | 


who, in this way, commenced their Pontifi- | 


which Confessor shall have power for this 


conscience, becomes contrite, confesses his | Cate, and considered such sacrifice as Provi-| time only, and in the tribunal of conscience 
sins, and finally is restored to his family and | sion for their perilous voyage, have resolved | to absolve and free them from all Ecclesias- 
to society. Ifthe crime be enormous, if the |to proclaim to the whole Catholic world an|tical sentences and censures of excommuni- 


culprit obstinately refusé to retract, if he) 
will die sooner than to have it said that he re- | 
canted his errors, or felt sorrow for his trans- 
gressions, the Priest then retires, and when | 
he re-appears, it is for the special purpose of 
consoling the unfortunate victim on his way 
to the scaffold. 


[10 BE CONTINUED. | 





* Yet “« oft *tis seen the wicked prize itself buys out 
the law’’——So. says Shakspeare. 
in his day,—had seen it in his own country—But of 
this hereafter. 
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iin ate Crew tal fullest indulgence of all their sins, such as is 


Indulgence in the form of a Jubilee, and with 
Apostolic liberality, as we are empowered, to 
unlock and dispense the spiritual treasures | 
of the Church. 

Therefore, confiding in the mercy of Al- 
mighty God, and by. the Authority of his bles- 
sed Apostles, Peter and Paul, by virtue of 
the power of binding and loosing, which the 
Lord has conferred upon Us, however un- 
worthy, We, hereby, grant and bestow the 





usually given in the year of Jubilee, to all 
those who visit certain churches in and out of 
the City of Rome, to all, and each of either 
sex, of the Faithful of Christ, residing in our 
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good city, who shall have twice visited, and 
| for some time devoutly prayed in, the Basilics 


cation, suspension, and others (except those 
herein and hereafter mentioned) passed, or 
inflicted by law, or by man for any cause, and 
likewise from all sins, excesses, crimes and 
delinquencies, however grievous and enor- 
mous, from those reserved even to the Ordi- 
naries of places, or to Us and the Apostolic 
See, though in special form; and the faculty 
of absolving from which would not be other- 
wise understood to have been granted in any 
concession however ample: and, moreover, 
to commute into other pious and salutary 
works all vows whatsoever, even sworn, and 
reserved to the Apostolic See, enjoining, 
however, upon them and each of them in 

the aforesaid cases, a salutary penance and: 





of St. John Lateran, of the Prince ofthe Apos- 


=| tles, and of St. Mary Major, or any of them| of Chastity, Religion and Obligation as ac- 


other works, according to the sound judgment 
of said Confessor: always excepting the vows 


Erratum.—In the last “ Jesuit ”—that is, | within the two weeks, which will commence | cepted by a third person, or wherein a'third 


in No. XXX, page 241, about the centre of 
the middle column, for, Boston Masonic 
Mirror, read Anrti-Masonic Curistian 
Heratp. The mistake will be found cor- 
rected in the last 150 copies of that number. 





In consequence of the great press of im- 
portant matter, we have been compelled 
this week, however reluctantly, to postpone 
the continuance of our remarks upon the su- 
per learned article, which the Editor of the 
Anti-Masonie Christian Herald had the good 
judgment to introduce into his Paper, on the 
3ist Deer. 1829, under the head “ Code of 
the Jesuits,” We shall resume the subject 


in our next.» ¢ + 
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PIUS VII. 
To all the Faithful of Christ, who shall see this Lett 
Health and Apostolic Benediction. 
Raised to the Supreme Apostleship by the 
Goodness of God, certainly through mo 


merit on Qur part, We arenow on a deep 
and angry sea, and can be sayed from sink- 
ing only by the right handef Him who sup- 
ported Peter, the Prince of ‘the Apostles, 
when walking on the waters. We ought all, 


;on the third Sunday after Pentecost, that is; 
from the twenty-eighth day of this month until 
|the twelfth day of the following July inclu- 
sively, which will be the fifth Sunday after 
Pentecost; and who shall have fasted on the 
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday of one of 
the said two weeks, confessed their sins, re- 
verently received the most Holy Sacrament 
of the Eucharist, and, as the devotion of each 
may suggest, given alms to the poor: and to 
all those living out of the said city, in any 
place wheresoever, who shall, in like manner, 
have twice visited the particular churches, 
and devoutly performed the above-mentioned 
works, within the space of the two weeks to 
Specified afier the contents of this Our 
tier shall have been made known to them 
the Ordinaries of the respective places, 
iears, Officials, or Delegates, and in 
‘of these not being in place, by those who 
there entrusted with the care of souls. 

Moreover, all persons who are on a voy- 
age, or journey, may and can obtain the same 
Indulgence by performing said works, imme- 
diately on their rettrn home, and after hav- 
jing twice visited the Cathedral, or greater 
| Chureh, or the parish church of their place 
of abode: We likewise concede and grant to 
all'the Regulars of either sex, even to those 
who live in perpetual cloister, also to all per- 
sons whomsoever, as well Laics as Ecclesi- 















|person might be injured; also penal vows 
| which are called preservatives against sin, 
unless it should be judged that such commu- 
| tations would be no less effectual in guarding: 
| from sin, than the vow itself. But we do not 
\intend by this Our Letter, to dispense with 
any other irregularity, either public, or hid 
den, nor any defect, or mark, or other inca 
| pacity, or inability, however contracted, nor 
ito grant any faculty of dispensing with the 
premises, or qualifying and restoring any pet- 
son to his, or her former state; nor to dero- 
gate from the Constitution, ‘“ Sacramentum 
Poenitentiae,” published with suitable decla- 
rations, by Benedict XPV, Our Predecessor, 
of happy memory; nor that this same Letter 
can, or ought in any manner to benefit those 
'who have been by name excommunicated, 
suspended, or interdicted by Us and the 
Apostolic See, or by any Prelate, or Ecclesi- 
astical Judge, nor those otherwise decl 

to have fallen underthe sentences and cen- 
sures, or publicly denounced as such, unless 
they shall have made satisfaction, or come to 
an agreement with the parties within the 
space of said two weeks. 

Wherefore, by the tenor ofthis Our Letter, 
we very strietly enjoin and command, by vit- 
tue of Holy Obedience, that all and every one 
of our Venerable Brothers, the Patriarchs, 
Arch-Bishops, and Bishops, and other Pre- 
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ao No. Bi. THE JESUIT. 
= = —_ oe prgpey ' 
Drie * jates of the Churches, and all Ordinaries of | and fully sensible of the immense weight and respective flocks, and that, as soon as they 
lily , es wherever they be, and Vicars and Of- |}... ,onsibili ll f find it convenient before June 18th, 1830 
i dl » feials, ot there being none of them in| .. PZ! Ys 99, ean M.be, dangers say : i -. ; 
rah " place, those who attend to the eate‘of souls, | difficulties attached to go exalted a station, he they henge two weeks, during which, the 
ry * 4ss00n as they shall have received a tran- addresses himself to all his beloved children | faithful of said churches,or Congregations may 
di script, or even printed copy of this Our Let- in Christ, and in a suppliant manner, entreats obtain the benefit of this Jubilee,—by fulfill- 
nto, ter, will immediately publish and cause it to| them to unite and obtain for him an increase | ing the conditions mentioned in the Brief viz: 
ntil be published, without any delay, hinderance, | of trenoth and fortitude, with : 1. To fast on the Wednesday, Friday, and 
hat ér impediment, throughout their respective |, . ae eparee Wenous whith, . all ; pean! i 
nd Churches, Diocesses, Provinces, Cities, his exertions as well as that solicitude for all | Saturday of one of these two weeks. 
ich’ Towns, Lands and Places, and designate the | the Churches which presses upon him, would 2. To confess their sins, and reverently 
not ag > - einen eh be visited, and the /be fruitless. Calling to mind that divine aid receive the most holy Sacrament of the Eu- 
on, ime for the presen ec. : : harist. 
the Notwithstanding the’ Apostolic Constitu- ‘has eet or Hl ay thy nadie 3. T iv i h h 
ss. tions and. Ordinances, especially whereby was made without intermission by the whole - Lo give some alms to the poor, as the 
en the faculty of absolving in certain cases there- Church in his behalf, he has deemed it need- | devotion of each person may urge. 
ty, in expressed, is so reserved to the Roman ful to ask earnestly the supplication of the 4, To visit twice one of the Churches ap- 
ny Pontiff for the time being, that even the like, | universal flock of the Lord, whose govern-| Pointed by their Pastors ‘within the space of 
or or dissimilar grants of Indulgences and facul-| pent is ent d to hi if oii the two weeks to be al ecified by them 
Ir. ties of this description can be given to any | p Sarwan fe eee sepcbice bale. 20°8 : Nidal Ani 
0] person, unless an express mention of them, | attachment to the Holy See and great vener-| _ The faithful of the City of Boston and vi- 
“e) or a special derogation be made; as also the ‘ation for him, who shews himself already so cinity are hereby directed, devoutly to per- 
his te arin a yore hare eer | worthy of occupying it, do not permit us to | form the works above designated within the 
ce ge Ss, an e atutes, and | . . . +s i 
" Tenet ar: Ob hee “eid Riestigetions, hesitate to enter into this general association two weeks commencing on Palm Sunday, and 
ni. or Institutes whatever, though ibrengthened | of prayer and good works, in order to evince ending on Low Sunday, that is, enrages, | 
wt by oath, Apostolic confirmation, or any other | to our common father, our sincere and filial | ©" the 4th of April next, and ending on the 
or, security; also the privileges, indults andj attachment; our love for religion equally 18th of the same month, 
nd Ieee ook Insteatens ces tucrrpcetiee | eo hrm together 5 waite SL aaah eengaene: an 
mt lied, appeaped. aod ee edge cnt all, | apthing can resist. The whole Church pray- oston, Marc ‘ th, 1830. 
di. and each of which We specially, by name, and | ed, and St. Peter was miraculously assisted; 
lic expressly for this time derogate, to give ef- | the whole Church will pray again, and the| CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION ON THE 
Ity “fect to the premises although special, parti-| successor of St. Peter, the glorious heir of JUBILEE. 
er se Sree rake cle a or any ‘the Apostleship and. Supremacy will experi- Question. What is understood by a Jubilee ? 
ny of th xpression should be made of them, and once the heavenly protection—he will be re- Answer. Jubilee meaneta time of Joy 
er, their entire tenor, and not by general | ‘ and gladness, on account of som al and 
|plenished with that divine wisdom, which will | public blessin fet om 
ry clauses of the same import, or any other |P BS CATING WIECH, WAI WE | public bidasing. . 
nd studied form should for this be observed, We | enable him to govern with a sure and steady! Q. How many kinds of Jubilee are there? 
ig, Pee etter tenor by this Our Letter suf- | hand, that privileged Bark, against which the A. Two. 1. The» Jubilee proclaimed by 
r NG Gamicitly ibre’, aff Wenor things, | ney Sd Wares boat in vein fee, which the Pope, the visible Head. of the 
. |lee, which t t isl 
ont whatever,being to the contrary putwidhdtend.. Although, dearly beloved Brethren, the di- Gharch end Vicar af Teiva tithes, cocosion, 
Ws ing. But that this Our Letter which cannot | rect notice of this Jubilee, of the Plenary | ally grants to the Catholic world. : 
c- he wc to all places, may become more | Indulgence and the privileges attached to it,| Q. In what did the Mosaic Jubilee consist? 
rd ey ried coe) it “ our ae in! be to obtain those graces of which the Vicar| A. In the year of the Jubilee, 1. All 
. = Bie _ canaaage 4 _ eet aith ‘of our Lord stands in need, in the difficult cir- Hebrews, who had been sold asslaves to their 
, lit be g to its transcribed, or | i) gos : brethren, recovered their freedom, 2. All 
i printed. copies, subscribed by some public cumstances in which the Church is placed, | those who compelled by poverty, had aliena- 
1g ‘ otary, and confirmed by the Seal of the | still you will not forget all those other objects! ted the lame inherited from their fathers, re- 
ot niyo invested with Ecclesiastical dignity, | which cannot but interest you, as Christians | entered the possession of them. 3. All those 
“4 Saag Our Letter were there exhibited, or | and as Catholics: your own sanctification and ed be ab in debt, were protected 
a Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, under the tw: of the persons connected with and dear  O. Why did God. extehdish the low ofthe 
br Ring of the Fisherman, on the eighteenth be you—the termination of wars throughout | Jubilee? 
he sie oe of June, in the year One weg world, the peace of nations, the favorable} A. Almighty God, having rescued the 
a Ba s re oo nie e/g Nine, | disposition of the seasons, the union of minds | Hebrews from the bondage of Egypt, and in- 
rst year of our Pontificate. d of hearts: the i oF troduced them into the land of promise, would 
“i J. CARDINAL ALBANI. an , prosperity of our country, fr oo B sa y ’ 
. the preservation of the precious deposite of blessidga.” ~ a he men San ty 
r, BENEDIOT, faith among us, and the destruction of all alse which they were every fiftieth year, to enjoy 
4 By divine permission, and with the approbation of the principles in relation to belief and morallg. | the privileges of the Jubilee, whieh we have 
‘ Aptatelic Se, Sts We exhort you, therefore, to set apart) e aa hvu Foul 
’ . he . ; o you mean by the Jubil nies 
r BISHOP OF BOSTON, days of grace and mercy, and tog ae SH d of the Chueh? 
i- To the faithful of our Diocess, gtace and the blessing selves with all earnestness top fy'y" woot a edfthin yconsidersble spiritual 
d of God through our Lord Jesus Chtist. by prayer, by fasting, by alms eeds andtl rred on.all the faithful through- 
® is fervor of devotion—that you may derive from olic world, — ’ 
0 Dearly Beloved Brethren— this plenary remission all the fruit, which it} ich is the prigppal of these — 
6 We cannot,express to you the joy of our|is intended to produce, and atone fi 7 | past a ae enery 
heart in having it in our power to:proelaim to neglects in former Jubilees. > mee ae hat 0 you understand by a Plenary 
: you the Jubilee lately granted by his Holi- To this effect we direct, that all the Priests Indulgence. ie 
% vee Pius VIII, the Prince of Pastors, to} f Our Diocess, do, onthe First Sunday after e. of He tempat bey 1 pestor: 
a é ne ; ; , ‘ 
. e whole Catholic world. . Raised to the | the reception of the Brief of his Holiness and a te ito undergo after having ob- 
- preme Apostleship by the goodness of God, | of this our present Mandate, read both to their |tained the pardon of their sins. 
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Q. Is not sin also remitted by the Indul- 
gence of the Jubilee. 

A. No. The only means. instituted by 
Jesus Christ, in the law of grace, for obtain- 
a, remission of our sins, is the Sacrament 
of Penance. 

Q. How do you prove that a sinner, after 
having obtained the pardon of his sins, has 
still to undergo a temporal punishment? 

A’ It is proved, Ist. from Scripture, which 


tianity, it might in some instances, be equiva- 
lent to the whole temporal punishment re- 
quired by divine justice. But the penances 
imposed by confessors according to the pre- 
sent discipline of the chureh, cannot, in gen- 
eral, be considered as a sufficient atonement. 
For they evidently bear no proportion to those 
imposed by the severity of ancient discipline, 
for sins not more grievous, than those com- 
mitted inour days Nor can it be said, with- 


contains many instances, in which the for-| out impiety, that the church, in her brightest 
giveness of sim was not attended by the re-| ages, exercised an oppressive and unjust au- 


laxation of temporal punishment. Moses of- 


thority over her children, by laying on them 


fended God by his diffidence at the water of|burthens unnecessary and unmerited. 


contradiction, (Numb. xx. 12,) and though 
this sin was undoubtedly forgiven him, yet 


Q. How do you prove that the church has 
the power of remitting the temporal punish- 


the Lord declared to him, that in punishment | ment due to sin? 


of his unbelief, he should not enter into the 
land of promise. David sinned; a prophet 


announced to him that the Lord had taken away 


A. This is proved from the holy Scriptures. 
1. Christ addressing St. Peter personally, 


his sin, (2-Kings xii. 13.)but that he would, |the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 


nevertheless, be visited by numerous and se- 


said to him, “‘ Iwill give to thee the keys of 


shalt bind upon earth, it shall be bound in hea- 


cation, and the most austere penance! W} 
a rich treasure of superabundant satisfactions 


when we add the sufferings of the spotles 
Mary, who, from her ardent love, shared j 
all the opprobrium and ignominy of her di- 
vine Son! 

Q. Does Scripture, or the practice of the 
primitive ages, shew that the church has ever 


granted indulgences to repential “sinners, in 
consideration of the prayers and the merits of 


the saints? aF ice 
A. Yes. The conduct of St. Paul towards 
the incestuous Corinthian, affords.a striki 
instance of this. That apostle, upon being 
informed that a Christian of Corinth had ren 
dered himself guilty of the enormous crij 

of incest, excommunicated him, by delivering 
him over to Satan for the destruction of the ' 
that his spirit might be saved in the day of our 
Lord.. (1 Cor. v. 5.) But this scandalous 


Sin, lived in the constant practice of mortifi- 





shall we not find in the lives of the ie Pa 








vere afflictions. 2. By the constant doctrine | ven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth, | sinner having afterwards given proof of asine 
and practice of the Church; from the time of|it shall be loosed in heaven, (St. Matt. xvi.| cere repentance, St. Paul, at the prayers of 
the Apostles tothe present day she has al-|19.) 2. On another occasion, he thus spoke | the pious faithful of Corinth, remitted to him 
ways taught as an article of faith, that satis-|to all his apostles: Amen, I say to you, what-|the temporal punishment, which he had been i’ 
faction is an integral part of the Sacrament | soever you shall bind upon earth, shall be bound | condemned to undergo. gg 
of Penance. She has always required of her |in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose upon| ‘The instances of similar indulgences grant- 
ministers, to impose penitential works upon all | earth shall be loosed also in heaven. (St.|ed by the church, in the first ages of Chris 
sinners, who have recourse -to them in the | Matt. xviii. 18.) Now the words used by|tianity, are numerous. At the solicitation * . 
sacred tribunal.—She moreover exhorts them | Jesus Christ in both these instances are un-| and prayers of the martyrs and confessors, 
forcibly to inculcate, from the pulpit, the | limited, and plainly import an ample power, |the Bishops, considering the: merits of these ” 
indispensable necessity, incumbent upon all, | granted by him to his apostles, and particu-| illustrious champions and defenders of the 
of satisfying divine justice, and daily to offer | larly to St. Peter, and his successors, of| faith, frequently granted to those who. had * 
the holy sacrifice ofher altars, to alleviate | removing every obstacle to our admittance] fallen during the persecutions, absolution 
the sufferings ofsuch of her children as de- | into the kingdomofheaven, namely, sin andthe | from the sentence of excommunication under 
part this life, before they have fully under-/ eternal punishment due toit. Therefore, the| which they lay, and released them from the: 
gone the temporal punishment due to sin. church has the power not only of loosing re-| part of their Canonical penance which they 

Q: Whydoes Almighty God inflict pun-|pentant sinners, both from their sins and the|had not yet accomplished. me 
ishment on penitent sinners, whom he has| eternal punishment due to them, but also of| Q. If the principal spiritual benefit of the 
pardoned and received into his friendship? remitting the temporal punishment, which| Jubilee consists in a plenary ot 




























ole 


A. To deter them from falling again into|even after their justification, they have still) what greater advantage is derived from it, ¢ 
sin. God displays the full extent of his in-|to undergo, either here, or hereafter. This|than from many acts ofjpiety, to which a 
finite oo towards sinners only once, and | remission of the temporal punishment is call-| ilar indulgence is*annexed? a 
this in the Sacrament of Baptism. For, every | ed an Indulgence. A. 1. When we perform private acts of pie- 
adult who worthily receives this Sacrament,} Q. How does the church remit the tem-|ty, to which a plenary indulgence is annexed, 
is not. only cleansed from original and from | poral punishment due to sin? our hopes of obtaining it, is found merely on 
actual sin, but also exempted from both the} A. In virtue of the superabundant merits|our individual fervour, and compunetion of 
eternal and temporal punishments which they | and satisfaction which Jesus Christ has offer-| heart. But, doring the Jubilee; thousands 
deserve. God treats, with much greater se-|ed to his heavenly Father, and those of the| and tens of thousands of faithful, spread over 
verity, those who transgress his divine law, | saints. 


all the world, raise their souls to heaven, and 
after having been raised by Baptism to the} Q. Is it not derogatory from the infinite| with uplifted hands implore the Father of 


dignity of his adopted children, of brothers of| merits of Jesus Christ, to add to them those| mercies to forgive and to spare his penitent 
his divine Son, and ce-heirs to his kingdom. | of the saints? children. Our supplications receive an uf- 
They may, it is true, obtain inthe Sacrament} A. No. For all the merits of the saints,| usual degree of strength and efficacy from 
of Penance, the remission of the guilt and of| are themselves the fruit of the grace which| their union with those of our Christian breth- 
the eternal pnnishment of their sins; but they| Jesus Christ bestowed upon them. And|ren, a great many of whom are faithful ser 
are bound to satisfy divine justice, either in| therefore, far from lessening the infinite ex-| vants and friends.of God, . Our, weakness is 
this world, bythe laborious works of penance, | cellence of the merits of the Saviour, they,| strengthened, our confidence animated, our 
or in the next, by the sufferings of purgatory. | on the contrary, prove their efficacy, and ad-| love inflamed, and we fulfil the acts of reli- 
Q. Can we know the extent of the tempo- | mirable fecundity. gion and charity to which the plenary indul-.” 
ralpunishmient which a sinner has to under-| 4 Upon what principle can it be said,| gence is attached with igenategiad city and de- j 
20, 2 the has obtained the pardon of his|that the satisfactions of the saints are useful| votion. oitvee die, joa i 
ins d rament of Penance ©» @ 2. During the Jubilee, public instructions 
AL The nt of temporal ‘punishment in-| it cM are more numerous;sreligious exercises are, 
flicted on sin, depends on the degree o {principle of Catholic faith, laid} multiplied; alms distributed; examples of pen- 
ice, with which it is committed, and’the se @ Apostles’ Creed, that there ex-| ance, humility, forgiveness, and all othe 
verity of divine justice. — And as nowan om among the members of the} Christian virtues witnessed. By these 
pretend either to determine the fort sus Christ; which communion im-| external means of salvation, the just are ¢%- 
define the limits of the latter, it only a@'participation in the same sa-| cited to @im at perfection; sinners arous 
that this knowledge is. beyond the re ents, the profession of the same doctrine,| from their lethargy to a senseyof their guilt}, 
the human mind. — | &e, but also, that the faithful assist one an-|they forsake their evil ways, and returmingt? | 
Q. Is not the ‘penance Bese by the} other by their mutual prayers and good works. | God in the sincerity of their hearts, consecrate 
confessor, the only tem ‘punishment | Now, how many saints have there not been|to his service the remainder of their days. 
which a sinner has to suffef®? * «= jin the church of Christ, whose penitential| Q. What are the necessary conditions pre 
A. Were the penance, en by. the | works far exceeded the temporal punishment | scribed by the Sovereign Pontiff, to obtau 
the confessor considerable, as was gene-|due to their offence! How many, who,|the benefit of the plenary indulgence granted 
rally the case in the primitive ages of chris- though never defiled by the guilt of mortal in the Jubilee? 
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ad. that we participate in their mer- 
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’ therefore as long as the guilt of sin remains, 


“the conclusion of the Jubilee? 


_ prosperity, through a lively sense of religious 


‘ty mortification, as abstinence and fasting. 


 ptoviding her children with means of salvation 


*gistrates, and other 
. all our brethren and 
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A. They are, 1. To confess our sins with 
@ profound contrition, and a purpose of 
ndment; 2. To receive worthily the ho 
Communion; 3. To perform with fervor an 
fidelity the exercises of piety, which the 
Bishops may prescribe in their respective di- 

ocesses. te 
Q. What other practices of piety are most 
adviseable to those who wish to gain the Ju- 
ilee? 
: A. Besides the ger one conditions 
already neue med, the following practices are 
earnestly rec ied: 1. Serious medita- 
tions e great truths of religion; on death, 
judgment, heaven and hell; on the vanity of 
the world, the enormity of sin, the terrors of 
a gui ity conscience, the peace*and happiness 
a virtuous life, &e. &c. 2. Docility to re- 
ligious instructions; and frequent recourse to 
both vocal and mental prayer. 3. Volunta- 


4, Alms; for they delwer from all sin and 
eternal death. 5. 'To shum'the society of 
worldlings; to entertain towards all men even 
our enemies, sentiments of Christian charity. 
Q. Can a person gain the plenary indul- 
gence of the Jubilee, if he retain an affection 
to any of his venial sins? ‘ 
A. No. For no sin, whatéver, can be for- 
given, for which we do not duly repent. And 


the temporal punishment, which it deserves, 
cannot be remltted by any indulgence. 
Q. What ought a pious Christian to do at 


A. He ought 1. To return fervent thanks 
to Almighty God, for having granted him so 
sreat and so particular a favor. For the Ju- 

ilee, taking place only every twenty five 
ears, millions die without partaking of its 

nefits. 2. To love andjcherish the church 

with an increased fervor and devotion, for 


soabundant, and pray for her exaltation and 


gratitude. 3. To beg Almighty God to bless 
and protect his Holiness Pius VIII. and par- 
ticularly to grant him the abundance of grace 
which is necessary to govern the holy church 
of God with firmness and ability, and so pro- 
mote more and more the glory of his holy 
name and ‘the salvation of the souls committed 
to his spiritual solicitude. 4. To implore di- 
vine Providence to extend her protection up- 
on all the nations of the earth and grant them 
the blessings of peace. 5. To recommend in 
aspecial manner to the Supreme Ruler of 
the universe, this republic, its president, ma- 

rs, and in general 
low citizens of these 
United States. 6. To entreat the infinite 
mercy of God to brifig into the bosom of his 
true church, the multitude 4 those hee live 
out of it; to dispel their prejudices and direct 
their station Seba tudyde the heavenly 
characters, which show her “divine origin. 
7. To remember with grateful sentiments that 
he once participated of the spiritual advan- 
tages of a Jubilee, andexamine whether. he 
has persevered. in the resolution he then took 
of living a pious life; of frequenting the sa- 
craments, and.of never abandoning any more 


theservice of Almighty God, and the care of 


the salvation of his soul. ae 
Q. Is it a great happiness for a Christian 
to gain the Jubilee? . 


WOR, 


ing them through life, he removes all obsta- 
=~ to the immediate enjoyment of God after 
eath. *. 
Q. What is to be thought of those Chris- 
tians, who neglect to avail themselves of the 
advantages offered by the Jubilee? 
A. If this neglect proceeds from contempt, 
it might argue that they have lost faith, and 
they can, with difficulty, be excused from im- 
piety. If it proceeds from indifference, it 
shews that they are devoid of Charity, both 
to themselves, in not endeavoring to cancel 
the enormous debt, which they have contract- 
ed by their sins; and to God, by refusing to 
offer the atonement required by his justice, 
when the means of doing it are graciously of- 
fered by his mercy. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
OF THE VOCATION OF THE MIN- 
ISTERS OF THE CHURCH. 


ConTINUED. 


os 


[CONTINUED FROM No. 30—PAGE 244.] 
The Lutheran and Calvinistic ministers have 
no lawful vocation. 


10. In the first place, we shall speak of 
Luther himself, who is, as it were, the Father 
of all the ministers of the pretended Refor- 
mation. 

Secondly, of those who have been, and of 
those who are still, his followers. According- 
ly, various are the opinions formed concern- 
ing the vocation of Luther. Some assert, 
that he was called by God, in an ordinary 
manner, by the power and consent of the Pre- 
lates of the Church. Others, that he was 
called extraordinarily by God alone—Some 
again affirm, that he was called partly in an 
ordinary, and partly in an extraordinary man- 
ner. He was called indeed, say they, ordi- 
narily to the preaching of the Gospel, but ex- 
traordinarily to the reformation ofthe Church. 
Hence arise three questions. 

11. First, was Luther called to the minis- 
try, in an ordinary manner? Some of the 
Lutherans say, yes; because he was a lawfully 
ordained Priest, in the Catholic Church, and 
admitted to preach the Gospel; and these 
two facts suffice for an ordimary voca- 
tion. They suppose, that the Catholic 
Church posesses the lawful power and au- 
thority of ordaining true Priests, and s@midix 





Catholic Church, in which he had formerly 
lived; he began to teach'e'different doctrine, 
from that which he had then taught; he abro- 
gated the festivals, fasts, monastic vows, 
prayers for the dead, and the Sacrifice of the 
Mass; all which he had before approved, 

Now all this he could not do, by thé pow- 
er which he received in the Catholic Church, 
because the Bishop, who ordained him, did 
not give him power for the destruction of the 
Church, of which he, the Ordainer, was a Bish- 
op. Therefore, Luthereither had no such pow- 
er, or if he had, he must have received it. 
From whom? Let the Lutherans who defend 
his ordinary vocation answer the question. 

12. Second question: Was Luther called 
in an extraordinary manner? “Some pretend 
to say, he was, because they perceive the 
impossibility of defending his ordinary voca- 
tion—But we assert the contrary, because 
they, who had hitherto been called and sent 
by God, in an extraordinary manner either 
in the Old, or New Testament, were obliged 
to prove their mission to the people, by some 
evident sign, or miracle, as did the. Proph- 
ets.and Apostles; and they who™eould not 
do so, were considered as false Prophets and 
impostors. - But Luther couldneverprove by 
an evident miracle; that he wassextraordi- 
narily called and sent by God: Therefore, he 
was an impostor. 

13. Some answer, that miracles are un- 
necessary when there isymqmew doctrine de- 
livered: Luther did n6t deliver a new doc- 
trine, but the ancient and Apostolic doctrine: 
Therefore it was not necessary that he should 
confirm it by new miracles. We shew the 
absurdity of this defence by stating, first, 
that Christ did not deliver anew doctrine, 
when he proposed to the Jews, the doctrine of 
Moses and the Prophets concerning the 
Messiah, But yet to persuade the people 
of that, mew miracles were necessary—The 
same may be said of Elias, Jeremiah, and the 
other prophets. For they delivered nothing 
new, but recalled the people, from idolatry to 
the worship of the true God, which was very 
ancient—Secondly, it is false, that Luther 
introduced nothing new, for he introduced 
a new reformation of the Church, according 


g\to the acknowledgement of the« Lutherans 





them to discharge the duties of the m nist 
This we admit; for, hence, it evidenth 
ety ~~ 


in which there exists a Truz’F 
and to whom Christ has given. th 
ordaining and sending... We, accordi 
mit that Luther was ordinarily an: 
called to the ministry, which hé exe 
the Catholic Church, before’ his 

from it; but not to the ministry which he ex- 
ereised in the Lutheran Church, after his de- 
fection.» For then he began to attack the 





A. Most certainly, since, by obtaining the 
spiritual benefits of the Jubilee, and preserv- 




















themselves, He delivered new has which 
wei unhéard of, in the-time of thé primitive 
ch. F; r itpis certainly Rew, to affirm 
tions are to be rejected, when 
e declares, Hold fast the Traditions. 
to assert, that there are only two 





nF 


wiu y | Sacraments; that we are not to pray for the 
defection | at 


that infants can make an act of Faith 


the exorcism, in Baptism; that the Body 
and Blood of Christ are every where; that 
the whole Church had been in error for many 


hundred years; that the’ Ancient Fathers had 
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taught many false doctrines, 


a shadow without the substance. Such nov-| 
elties are not Apostolic. 


vince the people that they were true, new 





Others again say, that it was a sufficient | 
miracle, that an immense number of men, | 
immediately embraced the doctrine of Lu-_ 
ther. Hence it can be inferred, that his 
doctrine was effi¢a@gious and inspired by God. | 
But we find that an immense number of men, | 
formerly embrac © @@ctrines of Arius, 
likewise those of met; but does it 
hence follow that their doctrines were effica- 
cious and inspired by God? Certainly not. 

There are three reasons why a Teacher 
may have many followers. First, because his 
doctrine is divine, and comfirmed by miracles. 
Secondly, because it is.agreeable to flesh and 
blood. Thirdly, becaus€ itis subtle and in- 
genious. According'to the first reason, the 
Prophets and Apéstles obtained many follow- 
ers. By the second, Luther drew many 
after him. By the third, Arius and Calvin 
brought over numbers in their favor. 

15. Third question: Was Luther called) 
partly in an ordinary, and partly in an extra- 
ordinary manner? [n an ordinary manner in- 
deed to the preaching of the word: but extra- 
ordinarily to the reformation of the Church. 
Such is the opinion of Meisner, a Lutheran 
writer. “But we have already shewn, that he 
was not called in an ordinary, nor in an extra- 
ordinary manner. In the next place, this au- 
thor contradicts himself: for, Luther intended 
to reform the Church, by the mere preaching 
ofthe Word. If, therefore, he was ordinarily | 
called to preach, he was also ordinarily called 
to reform. Or, if he Was extraordinarily call- 
ed to the latter, he was, in like manner, to 
the former, 

16. Thus far in relation to Luther. The 
other ministers of the pretended reformation | 
are of two kinds; for, some were, before their | 
defection, lawfully ordained Priests in the | 
Catholic Church; others were not. To the| 
former kind, we may apply, what we have al- 
ready said concerning Luther, for they have 
neitheran ordinary, nor an extraordinary vo- 
cation. Notan extraordinary, because they 
cannot prove it by a single miracle. Not an or- 
dinary, because they, who are called in an ordi- 
nary manner, in the Catholic Church, are not 
called to a ministry, which is opposed to that 
Church. In relation to the latter kind, our 
argument is to this effect: First, they have not 
an extraordinary vocation from God himself 
for the reason already given; viz. a want of 
miracles, which are an essential requisite, to 
prove that'they have such a vocation. Sec- 
only, have not an ordinary vocation 
from y the consent and co-operation of 
men, which we prove in three ways. 
from the concession of the Lutherans then 













selves, who affirm that the ordinary vocation| 
of Luther consisted in the Priesthood, to which | ¢3, 


he was admitted inthe Catholic Church. Gon- 
sequently, those who are not initiated in this 
Priesthood, have not an ordinary vocation, 
But the ministers in question are not thus in- 
itiated; therefore they have not an ordinary 
vocation. 

17, Thirdly, from the perpetual practice of 


that Luther had tles down to the birth of Luther, no man was 


his doctrine from heaven; that Free-will was called and ordained in an ordinary manner, 
. except by the Bishop 


\of hands, (Acts 14, 
In order to con-|'Tim, 1, 6.) But the 
were not thus ordained—Therefore they have 


miracles were necessary. |no vocation. 


| the very individuals, whose vocation we deny: 


(that it was the composition of a Rev. Gen- 





ough the imposition 
. Tim. 4, 14, and 2 
inisters in question 


18. Finally, from the acknowledgment of 


for, whether they will, or not, they ought to ac- 
knowledge that they were not called, accord- 
ing to the prescribed usage of the Catholic 
Church, but in a far different way. If there- 
fore our rite be lawful, as the Lutherans 
themselves acknowledge, who defend the or- 
dinary vocation of Luther; the other must be 
surreptitious. But if our usage be surrepti- 
tious, how could Luther be lawfully called, 
who was ordained according to that usage? 
Let our adversaries answer. 

In our next, we shall take up the subject 
of the Ordination of the English Church. 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 





From the Catholic Press. 
THE CANADIAN PERVERT. 

Our readers will probaby remember, that 
sometime since, friend Hooxer of the Pres- 
byterian order furnished his readers with a 
letter purporting to be from the pen of James 
Reeves, a Canadian Catholic, who from his 
profound Study of the Scriptures left the 
Romish persuasion and commenced walking 
in marvellous Protestant light!! When we 
read the account of Reeves’ apostacy, our 
impression was then, such as it is now, that 
he was not the author of the letter, which ap- 
peared in full in our 27th number of the 9th 
January, to which our readers may refer; but 


tleman whose name was not given. Our 
conviction it appears was correct, as will be 
seen by the following document. We request- 
ed that some of our Canadian friends would 
take the trouble of giving us some information 
respecting Reeves. We have now been 
kindly favored with a French communication 
to that effect.—Though long the wretched 
policy\ of calumniating Catholics has been 
kept up, truth will out at last. We shall give 
the translation of the original. 
[TRaNsLATION. } 
To the Editor of the “* Catholic Press,” 
Hartford, Conn. 


Sirn—As you have demanded, it appears, 
in one of your papers, some information from 
Canada respecting James Reeves and his 
history, which made so much noise in your 
country, more than they merited; I have en- 
deavoured to procure some intelligence of 
him though not without much difficulty, in 

quence of the great obscurity in which 
he lives, even in his own neighborhood; but 
“have succeeded in discovering him, ‘and 
eceived some details on which you may 
yas they are from good authority. 
te was born about 53 years ago in the vi- 
nity of Montreal, of Catholic parents, who 
ve him cation; so that he is not ca- 
pable of .writing two sentences, even in the 
rench language his vernacular tongue, 
never having made any other studies than that 
of his awl and ends which engaged him as 
a shoe-maker, whenever he could get em- 











a pious Christian, who was a means of k 


a 
ing him, as Jong as she lived, in the Catholige 


after the death of this respectable woman, he 
fell into poverty, kept a cantine, or wrog 
for some time, which rendered him still poor 
er, he was reduced at length to extreme in. 
digence, and conformed himself to some of 
his Methodistical Jersey neighbours, estab- 
lished at Faux Bourg, St. John’s, Quebec, 
who furnished him with a stovejgon 

warm himself, and work in’ 







éause of his Protestantism. 
In the dayg*of Pheedrus, shoe-makers 
ing employ became doctors fora livelihoo: 


The wretched shoe-maker w things lack: 
Will, in some place unknown 


e a quack, ¥ 
But in our days, they become ministers of 
the Gospel. “Associated to the Jersey Methe 
odists, Reeves attempted in his section, for 
some time, to make a traffic of street preach- 
ing; but soon perceiving-that he gained noth. 
ing from thepassers-by, nor from those who 
knew him inthe neighbourhood, but scoffs 
and hootings, he imposed silence on himself; 
and found as well as others that it proved 
much better for him. It is only a short time 
since, that an Episcopalian minister whose 
name I have not learned,-+has undertaken toe 
trumpet Reeves’ fame, by writing under his 
name the motives of his pretended conversion, ’ 
though Reeves did not belong to his sect; 
and such is the zeal of the English bishop of 
Quebec, that on his return from Upper Oa 
ada, he has not been ashamed to distribi 
with his own hands the ephemeral: tra 
amongst the good people of our section, 
could not refrain from laughing’at thert 
action. Hence you ‘perceive to what § 


our English clergy betake themselves nes 














* 














any one for them provided he be not’a Catholiew 
It is true, a certain writer here, 
rather malignantly, ascribed another motive 
for Reeves’ apostacy, insinuating that he 
would become a good Protestant for the sake 
of the cup, used at the (Lord’s) supper; but 
my author has not furnished me With any thing 
certain on that point; I am therefore more 
charitably inclined to attribute his apostacy 
to hunger than to thirst.—I assure you that 
he is regarded here by every one as an abe 
ject man, without character, education, Of 
means of procurinng a livelihood for himself; 
as to his daughter, whom he wished to exhibit 
in the farce, she always lived in the ho . 
with her father, where she continues to re 
fess as heretofore, the Catholic religion. & 
have the honor to be, Sir,’ your very humble, 
and obedient servant. A CANADIAN. © 
Montreal, Feb. the 27th. 1830. 





We learn with much pleasure that the Ven 
erable Cuartes Carrow. of Carrolton, the 
only surviving signer of American Indepen- 
dence has recently conveyed to the Romaa 
Catholic Seminary of Baltimore 254 acres of 
the Manor, together with $5,000 to erect a 
seminary thereon, for the education of young 
men aspiring tothe Ecclesiastical State. 

O! that some liberal and Patriotic Indivié 
ual would but do as much for the establish 








the Church. For, from the time of the Apos- 


a 
was married in Quebec, A. D. 1804 to 





ment of a Catholic Theological Seminary ™@ 
Boston! : . 
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oe which he always made profession; bit 
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 shoe-maker; this, ian the Bible — 
which he was not sufficiently capable of reads 
ing so as to understand it, wasthe probable 
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